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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD� MARCH 28, 2021

From Our Pastor:From Our Pastor:
With the Church throughout the world today, we solemnly celebrate Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord and begin the week 

that changed the world: Holy Week. Today, we read the Lord’s Passion from the Gospel of Saint Mark (14:1-15:47). On Good Friday, 
we will read the Passion from the Gospel of Saint John (18:1—19:42). 

As we contemplate Holy Scripture, God’s Word, this Sunday and think about Holy Week, we think of the moments before the 
Passion of Christ, when the apostles thought about Jesus Christ being in Heaven with the Father and the Holy Spirit and how they 
discussed having a place of honor (Matthew 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45). Jesus had told the mother of James and John that being on 
His right or left when He came into His Kingdom was not His to grant. That place of honor was for those for whom it was prepared. 
Saint Luke’s account of the Passion introduces us to two of those for whom it was prepared: two sinful criminals (Luke 22:1-23:56). 
These men were being crucified right next to Jesus as He died on the Cross – in this encounter, we realize that while Jesus Christ has 
saved us by His Passion, Death and Resurrection, it is up to us to respond to that salvation He has wrought for us. Do we reject or 
embrace the grace of the Cross of Christ? Do we live in that grace (God’s help and strength), conscious of being instruments of His 
mercy and love? Jesus Christ requires from His disciples the response of our freedom to His grace, that we freely choose the good and 
seek His mercy and love – the Church regularly reminds us that God, in His love for us, never gets tired of being merciful; rather, it 
is we who sometimes get tired of asking for and seeking His mercy, which we all need.

Both sinners on Jesus’ left and right, from their crosses, saw the same thing. Both had the freedom to choose the good (certainly, 
God wants us to use our freedom for the good and not for evil). One sinner, however, complained and reviled Jesus, just like those 
who crucified Him. The other, the repentant criminal, was moved when he heard Jesus Christ forgive His persecutors from the Cross 
– the repentant sinner desired that forgiveness, for he wanted to die with the same hope and certainty with which he saw Jesus living 
through His suffering and death. The repentant man dared to utter his desire to live! He saw the love of Jesus and begged for His love 
and mercy. And the repentant man’s destiny is certain, as Jesus tells him: “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
The non-repentant criminal’s destiny is known only to God. Every day, God calls us to entrust the past into His mercy, to live fully 
in the present moment by His grace, and entrust the future into His Divine providence. Today, on Palm Sunday, in a most poignant 
way, the Church puts us before the Cross of Jesus Christ. Which side is your freedom on? Let us pray: “Loving God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, help us to freely choose the good, to live in Your grace each day, proclaiming Your love and mercy in our words and deeds.” 

May you and your families have a blessed Holy Week and joyous Easter,
Fr. William Vernon
(Please see this bulletin for opportunities to participate in Holy Week and Easter.)

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

March 20 & 21
Church Support Envelopes������� $4,154.00
Offertory Cash ���������������������������� $443.00
Weekly Electronic Giving��������� $1,058.00
Total�������������������������������������������� $5,655.00
Budgeted Offertory for March�����$40,424.00
Offertory Received in March����� $29,404.00

Monthly Offertory Comparison 
February 2021 (4 weekends) ����������$34,103.00
February 2020 (4 weekends) ����������$30,113.00

ADDITIONAL CONFESSION 
TIMES DURING LENT

In addition to the daily and Saturday 
Confession schedule, Fr. William will be 
offering Confessions on Good Friday, 
April 2, 6:30-7:30 pm.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Good Friday, April 2, 5:30 pm

Please note the changes in Mass  
times for Holy Week.

Holy Week
Tuesday, March 30���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������8:15 AM 

Members of the Baus Family
Wednesday, March 31���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������8:15 AM 

† Paul Horstmeier
MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
HOLY THURSDAY, April 1��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 7:00 PM 

† Russell Kasparek
After Mass, there will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

in the main body of the church until 10 PM
LITURGY OF THE PASSION AND DEATH OF OUR LORD
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 3:00 PM 

Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
EASTER VIGIL MASS
HOLY SATURDAY, April 3��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 PM 

(Holy Saturday) 
† Jim & Mary Curley

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER SUNDAY MASS
EASTER SUNDAY, April 4 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������7:30 AM 

† Joyce Mahr 
9:30 AM 

People of Our Parish

RECONCILIATION
Before Daily & Sunday Masses 

Saturday at 4:00 PM
Face-to-face reconciliation by appointment only.



LITURGICAL SCHEDULE:  
APRIL 3 & 4

8:00 PM Easter Vigil Lectors:  Volunteers!
8:00 PM Easter Vigil Servers:  Volunteers!
7:30 AM Easter Sunday Lector:  Bill Manthe
7:30 AM Easter Sunday Servers: Oliviah & Elliott Webster
9:30 AM Easter Sunday Lector:  Josy Hoerth
9:30 AM Easter Sunday Servers:  Emma & Greta Jensen

SPEECH CONTEST FINALIST
Our annual Speech Competition was held this past week with 

students in grades one through six reciting selections of poetry 
for friends, family and judges. This year’s finalists from each 
grade included:
Grade 1: �Jace Boughton, Gianna Ihm, Leah Jensen, Brielle 

Moore, Nora Timmerman   Alternate: Jenna Block
Grade 2: �Joey Driscoll, Violet Haas, Londyn Mumm, Parker 

Hampton, Lane Rasmussen   Alternate: Cassidy Crooks
Grade 3: �Alivia Gardner, Selina Ihm, Isaac Jensen, McKinnley 

Mumm, Josie Spraggon   Alternate: Lydia Muldoon
Grade 4: �Jace Esser, Cooper Graney, Sienna Ihm, Kaci Klaas, 

Lexie Olmstead   Alternate: Alan Pagenkopf
Grade 5: �Brooklyn Crubel, Maddie Driscoll, Vanessa Ihm, Aubrie 

Stader, Josh Stowe   Alternate: Adaline Helmke
Grade 6: �Lily Hauck, Greta Jensen, Brady Muldoon, Nora 

Nemitz, Addie Stader   Alternate: Sosie Hoffman

SAINT CLEMENT SCHOOL

“YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES”
Adult Faith Formation

Bishop Hying gave a Lenten Parish Mission at St. John Vianney 
Parish in Janesville during Lent. We are using his presentations 
for our Lenten Adult Faith Formation. We will gather in the 
parish office meeting room on Tuesday, March 30 and on April 
13, after the 8:15 a.m. Mass. If you have any questions, contact 
Bill Manthe at the parish office, 723-4990. 

THE EASTER TRIDUUM: THREE DAYS TO SAVE
The beginning of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday 

ends the Lenten Season and ushers us into the Triduum, the Great 
Three Days of the Church Year. The Triduum begins on Thursday 
night, continues through Good Friday, reaches its high point at the 
Easter Vigil of Holy Saturday night, and flows into Easter Sunday, 
ending that night with evening prayer. These days form the center, 
the core, of the Church Year for Catholic Christians. Each of us is 
asked to “save” these days, to free ourselves from all that distracts 
us, so that we might focus more fully on the saving acts of Christ’s 
Passion, Death and Resurrection.

As a reminder of the seriousness of these days, we fast from food 
and abstain from meat on Good Friday. St. Paul reminds us that 
Jesus died for us, the ungodly, while we were still in our transgressions. 
Jesus’ act of loving sacrifice on our behalf should naturally lead us to 
genuine sorrow for our sins, and adoration of our Lord. His death on 
the Cross should lead us to self-denial, fasting and prayer. 

This stance of prayer continues into Holy Saturday as we prepare 
our hearts to hear once again the Good News that, “He is Risen!” 
As we pray and wait in anticipation on Holy Saturday, the Church 
encourages (but doesn’t require) us to consider fasting this day too. 
This paschal fast is encouraged in order that we might enter more 
deeply into the feasting of Easter.

By saving these days, we make them free for prayer, reflection, 
silence and worship so that our hearts and minds are ready for 
savoring the many graces God wishes to give us during the three-
day celebration of the Passover of the Lord. We encourage you to 
partake in all the liturgies of the Triduum, if at all possible. During 
Holy Week we hear some of the Church’s most beautiful music, retell 
our most sacred stories, and pray with hearts and minds attuned to 
the sacred and saving events of Christ made present in our midst.

“We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for He is 
our salvation, our life, and resurrection; through Him we are saved 
and set free.” May you and yours have a blessed Holy Week and a 
Joyous Easter!

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Join Fr. Richard Heilman as he leads “The Way of the Cross” on the 

sidewalks surrounding the modern-day foot of the Cross - Planned 
Parenthood - 3706 Orin Rd., Madison, WI on Friday, April 2, 2021 
at 9:30 a.m. For more information, call Gwen at (608)393-8545.

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION
The daily news reminds us of the violence and instability plaguing 

the Middle East, and the great suffering of the people caught in the 
crossfire of violence and religious persecution. Rarely do we hear of 
the shrinking Christian population in this region, a community that 
struggles to remain intact in the land of our Lord’s birth, ministry, 
Passion and Resurrection. On Good Friday we will take up the 
annual Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land.  Your financial 
contribution helps to support and protect Christianity’s holiest sites 
and places, and the Christians who live there.  Please assist our 
Christian brothers and sisters in the Holy Land by giving generously 
to this very important collection.

EASTER MEMORIALS DUE THIS  
MONDAY, MARCH 29!

As we journey through Lent, it’s again that time of year where 
we have the opportunity to remember our deceased loved ones 
through Easter memorial donations. The money collected will go 
toward decorating the church for the Easter Season. Please put your 
donation in an envelope marked with your name and the name(s) of 
those you wish to remember, and drop the envelope in the offertory 
basket or at the Parish Office. All checks should be payable to St. 
Clement Parish and turned in by Monday, March 29. Thank you!

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION NOTICE
As we celebrate Holy Week this week, the First Friday for 

the month of April (April 2) falls on the Commemoration of 
Good Friday this year. No Exposition or Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament will take place because the Church forbids it on Good 
Friday, as our attention should be focused on Our Lord’s Passion 
and death on Good Friday. We pray that this Holy Week will 
bring abundant graces upon you and your families and a deeper 
love for Jesus Christ! 




